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Conversation with Rabbi Frederick Reeves of The Temple, Midtown Atlanta
The Temple is among 50 congregations in Georgia enrolled in GIPL’s Power Wise program

by Lisa Frank

He weaves religious references about how all living beings are connected into his sermons all the time.  This quote from God to Adam is among his favorite, “See to it that you do not destroy my world, for there is no one to repair it after you.”
Rabbi Frederick Reeves of The Temple deeply believes in living in concert with the natural environment.  And that belief is “core to our understanding of the Jewish mission,” he explains.  “It is our duty as Jews to care for and repair what is broken.”  The Hebrew term is tikkun olum.  “We have created manmade problems like climate change and it’s our responsibility to undo the harm we have done,” he adds.
Reeves recently attended an interfaith conference in Washington, DC where he was among hundreds of clergy who lobbied Congress to invest in cleaner, renewable energy.  They distributed an extensive document that clearly shows how every religion is saying the same thing.  “This is one issue we all agree on, and that rarely happens,” he smiles.
After all, history shows that several pivotal calls for moral and ethical change first came from the faith tradition.  “The call to end slavery originated from the churches in the north,” he goes on.  “The call for civil rights was sounded first in the churches and synagogues.”  Today, the issue of environmental stewardship calls for the same kind of moral leadership.  “It just makes sense for religious leaders to speak in unison now,” he asserts.

A group of Temple members have formed the tikkun olum council to serve as advocates for national and local environmental issues.  They also offer monthly green lifestyle tips to educate member families on what they can do to be part of the solution.

The technology-savvy young rabbi may be the first religious leader in Atlanta or even nationally to go completely paperless; he uses his portable iPad to actually deliver sermons, weddings, funerals and baby namings.  Soon, every piece of sacred music he needs will be scanned for easy reference.  “It’s a conversation starter,” he says and one more way to get people thinking about their own use of resources.

Rabbi Reeves acknowledges that the enormity of the Gulf oil spill and the slow progress in stemming climate change sometimes leaves people feeling hopeless.  Yet by making small, incremental changes at work and at home, society will begin to turn away from our dependence on foreign oil and cleaner alternatives will rise to the forefront.
#      #      #
